[Patients with orofacial pain: treatment or referral (and to whom)?].
The anatomical complexity of the head and neck region may cause difficulties in the diagnostic process and management of orofacial pain. The general dentist is expected to thoroughly use his specific areas of competence in the diagnosis and treatment of odontogenic, joint and muscle pain. The need to interact with and refer patients to dental or medical colleagues and specialists will especially occur in cases of diagnostic doubt, referred pain, neuropathic or neurogenic/neurovascular pain, and complex chronic pain in the orofacial region.